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Manifesto of the salt sea

We are the nation of salt and storm.

Every great endeavour demands its tribute.

The sea does not yield its secrets to the frail,

nor does it crown the cautious with discovery.

We who would push beyond known shores must first reckon
with the price of passage—the mothers who weep,

the lovers who wait, the dreams deferred

in service of dreams made manifest.

The ocean teaches us this truth:

there is no glory without grief,

no triumph without sacrifice.

But we do not sail because the cost is light.
We sail because the cost is heavy,

and in bearing it, we transform

mere existence into meaning.

The salt that stings our wounds

is the same salt that preserves

our purpose across generations.

To refuse the deep is to refuse ourselves.

Every horizon calls to something eternal within us—
that restless spirit that cannot be satisfied

with the safety of harbour walls.

We are not made for the shallow waters of comfort,
but for the terrible and beautiful depths

where fear becomes reverence,

where struggle becomes transcendence.

The sea is our mirror and our making.

In its vastness, we discover not our smallness,
but our capacity to meet the infinite with courage.
In its dangers, we find not reasons to retreat,

but invitations to become worthy

of the voyage we have chosen.

This is our covenant with the salt sea:

we offer our certainties to claim our possibilities.
We sail not because we must,

but because we are most ourselves when we dare.
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With this Manifesto, .PG honours the memory and cultural legacies of Camdes, Pessoa and of so many other
Lusitanian poets who sang of Portuguese deeds throughout the world.
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