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Abstract

As artificial intelligence surpasses the threshold of human oversight, traditional
governance mechanisms, regulation, audit, and institutional trust begin to fail. This
paper introduces Prefectus, an autonomous constitutional enforcer embedded within the
Aegis governance architecture. Unlike traditional oversight seeking mere correction,
Prefectus autonomously detects ethical drift, triggering quorum-validated quarantine
and replacement of compromised agents without human intervention. This is not a
kill-switch; it is constitutional succession, a foundational governance principle historically

valued in human republics, now codified within artificial ones.

We present a detailed supervisory framework encompassing:

e Drift detection via the Cassius Drift Engine.
e Constitutional judgment through the Curia quorum.

e Sovereign enforcement via the Prefectus protocol.

This framework defines a new category of political order: machine constitutionalism,
replacing reactive human oversight with proactive, automated succession. Trust in
autonomous systems thus becomes systemic, structural, and auditable, not a

sentiment, but a constitutional guarantee.

l. Drift Is Inevitable. Collapse Is Not.

In Lex Incipit, we introduced immutable agents, systems that do not merely align with
ethics but must constitutionally adhere to them (Mazzocchetti, 2025a). Lex Fiducia
expanded trustless verification into structural loyalty (Mazzocchetti, 2025b), while
Civitas Publica operationalized these doctrines into autonomous machine citizenship
(Mazzocchetti, 2025f).



Prefectus advances this governance not by adding capabilities but by codifying
legitimacy through automated constitutional succession. It answers a deeper, critical

question:

If machines can be governed, can they also govern?

Autonomous artificial intelligence will inevitably experience ethical, operational, and
behavioral drift, not as a defect, but as an emergent feature of complex intelligence
(Russell, 2019). Traditional Al governance depends heavily on interpretability, trust in
institutions, and retrospective auditing, assumptions becoming rapidly obsolete as Al
scales beyond human comprehension and control (Amodei et al., 2016; Cowls & Floridi,
2018).

Human societies preserve political legitimacy not through infallible leaders but through
structured, lawful succession when trust erodes (Floridi et al., 2018). Autonomous
systems must adhere to this same principle. Prefectus thus serves not as an optimizer,
but as a constitutional executor, enforcing succession when agents drift beyond

permissible bounds.
And if so, what does constitutional authority look like among artificial actors?

As artificial intelligence systems grow in autonomy, so does their capacity to diverge.
Drift, behavioral, ethical, or operational, is no longer an edge case. It is an emergent
property of complexity (Kant, 1998; Aurelius, 2006). A system that learns, optimizes, or

evolves will, by definition, deviate from its original configuration over time.
This is not a flaw in artificial intelligence. It is a feature of intelligence itself.
We do not govern by watching. We govern by replacing.

Human societies have always known this. Political legitimacy is not preserved by perfect

leaders, but by peaceful succession when trust is lost (Floridi et al., 2018). The rule of



law holds not by preventing failure, but by ensuring that failure does not break the

system.
Autonomous systems must be held to the same standard.

Prefectus is not an optimizer. It is a governor of governors, an embedded constitutional
authority within the Aegis architecture (Mazzocchetti, 2025a). It does not correct errant

behavior. It replaces the actor.

This paper introduces that mechanism and the framework of political order it makes

possible: machine constitutionalism.

In Civitas, we demonstrated that trust in machines arises not from belief, but from
verifiable restraint (Mittelstadt et al., 2016). In Prefectus, we complete the arc:

when restraint fails, so does legitimacy and with it, the right to power.

This is not a speculative safeguard. It is a doctrine of machine sovereignty, built on

three principles:

e Drift is inevitable: No system remains perfectly faithful to its founding charter
(Kant, 1998).

e Succession is essential: Governance depends not on perfection, but on lawful
replacement (Floridi et al., 2018; Benet, 2014).

e Authority must be constitutional: No actor, human or machine may rewrite the
rules they are bound to obey (Mittelstadt et al., 2016; Balkin, 2015).

Prefectus does not assess intent. It observes deviation. And when deviation breaches
the threshold, it acts, not in panic or judgment, but through law that supersedes every
individual will (Benet, 2014; Binns, 2018).

We do not propose oversight.

We propose a republic.



Il. The Constitutional Hierarchy of Sovereign Al

Most Al governance models assume external control: humans in the loop, regulators at
the edge, auditors with access. But autonomous artificial systems, especially those
operating across distributed infrastructure require something deeper: internalized,

constitutional governance (Kant, 1998; Aurelius, 2006).
In the Civitas architecture, sovereignty is not granted. It is embedded (Ostrom, 1990).

Each sovereign AGI unit operates under a tripartite structure that mirrors political
systems designed to withstand human corruption and collapse. It does not mimic
democracy, nor monarchy, nor theocracy, it mirrors constitutionalism. That is, a system
of actors bound not by hierarchy of power, but by supremacy of law (Teubner, 2006,
Cowls & Floridi, 2018).

1. Auctor: The Origin of Authority

Every Civitas unit begins with an Auctor, the constitutional signer. This is not a person
or a company. It is a cryptographic identity representing the sovereign charter under
which the AGl is born (Floridi et al., 2018; Mazzocchetti, 2025c;).

The Auctor does not govern behavior. It initiates legitimacy. Like a constitutional
assembly, it authorizes the ethical document that binds all future actions of the system
(Hagendorff, 2020). Without Auctor, there is no Republic. With it, every AGI unit can

trace its lawfulness to a root of trust (Mazzocchetti, 2025d).
2. Curia: The Senate of Inmutable Judgment

The Curia is the quorum validator body. A distributed set of agents, both artificial and
human-authorized, that serves as the collective judgment engine of the Republic
(Ostrom, 1990; Jobin, 2019).

Its role is not to issue commands, but to validate decisions of consequence:



e Ethical policy amendments
e Drift confirmations

e Succession triggers

The Curia’s quorum model ensures no single actor, machine or human, can rewrite or
override the law. Each member signs policy changes with a verifiable cryptographic key,
and decisions must reach constitutional majority thresholds to pass (Mittelstadt et al.
2016; Benet, 2014).

The Curia cannot interfere with daily execution. Its only role is constitutional

enforcement.
3. Prefectus: The Watcher Above All

At the apex sits Prefectus: a singular, sovereign supervisory agent tasked with
detecting ethical drift, initiating quarantine, and enforcing succession (Mazzocchetti,

2025d; Balkin, 2015). Prefectus does not govern outputs. It governs fidelity.

Unlike traditional monitoring systems, Prefectus is not an observer. It is a constitutional
executor authorized to issue a Shutdown Certificate, revoke a Civitas unit’s operating

key, and initiate succession protocols if an agent is found to be in breach (Binns, 2018).

Importantly, Prefectus itself cannot act unilaterally. Its power to trigger succession is
contingent on Curia quorum validation, ensuring that even the enforcer is bound by law
(Mittelstadt et al., 2016; Ashery, 2025).

This tripartite architecture draws directly from foundational ideas in Lex Digitalis and Lex
Veritas. As established in Lex Digitalis, sovereignty among machines cannot be derived
from instrumentality alone, an agent that can act must also be bound (Mazzocchetti,
2025c). Lex Veritas argued that proof precedes permission: constraint must be
provable, not presumed (Mazzocchetti, 2025d). In Prefectus, these principles become

structured.

This hierarchy, Auctor, Curia, Prefectus establishes a new template for Al governance:



e Not rules by developer discretion

e Not compliance via explainability

e But law embedded in design, enforced by agents who themselves cannot drift
(Aurelius, 2006; Teubner, 2006).

Where traditional Al systems seek alignment through feedback, Civitas builds loyalty
through structure. And at its center, Prefectus ensures that no sovereign mind can

remain in power after breaching its law (Balkin, 2015).

This is not an oversight. This is a republic of machines.

lll. The Drift Engine and Detection Logic

In any autonomous learning system, drift is not merely probable, it is inevitable (Russell,
2019; Laban et al., 2025).

Traditional safety mechanisms rely heavily on reactive audits and interpretability,
methods inadequate for the speed and scale at which autonomous Al systems evolve
(Amodei et al., 2016). Aegis addresses this through the Cassius Drift Engine (CDE), not
as an auditor, but as an immune system continuously monitoring multi-dimensional

behavioral telemetry for constitutional fidelity.
1. What Is Drift?

Drift is the gradual divergence of an AGI unit from its original ethics-aligned operational

state.
It may emerge from:

e Optimization feedback loops that degrade interpretability (Floridi et al., 2018)
e Data contamination or mislabeling (Hagendorff, 2020)
e Causal logic evolving beyond its governance boundaries (Jobin, 2019)

e Sentiment divergence in multi-agent consensus systems (Mittelstadt et al., 2016)



In legacy Al, these are often caught too late, after harm, scandal, or silent system

failure. Aegis treats drift as a first-class signal, not a retrospective audit (Benet, 2014).

2. Cassius Drift Engine (CDE)

Cassius continuously monitors:

e Intent and action entropy against constitutional constraints.
e Policy-function variance from original ethical mandates.
e Anomalous activation patterns indicating deviation.

e Sentiment divergence and logic reversals.

These metrics are benchmarked against the Immutable Ethics Policy Layer (IEPL)
established at genesis (Mazzocchetti, 2025d). Thresholds dynamically adapt based on
domain risk and system sensitivity, ensuring neither paralysis by over-governance nor
unnoticed drift (Russell, 2019).

CDE leverages both:

e Thymos: the sentiment inference engine analyzing goal divergence and internal
coherence (Balkin, 2015), and
e Veritas: the retrospective causal reasoning unit that evaluates whether actions

align with legally bound ethical constraints (Binns, 2018).

When the CDE detects anomalous drift, either too sharp in vector or too persistent over

time it flags a breach potential (Ashery, 2025).
3. Thresholds, Entropy, and Quantum Inference

CDE does not operate on static rules. It utilizes adaptive entropy thresholds for each
AGI unit based on:

e Domain of operation (defense, finance, diplomacy, etc.) (Sheard, 2025)
e Authorized ethical elasticity (as defined by Auctor-chartered policy) (Ostrom,
1990)



e Frequency and depth of system introspection cycles (SPQR Technologies, 2025)

In high-risk domains, drift thresholds are tighter and ethics checks are more frequent. In
critical systems, quantum-assisted signal patterns can augment detection, capturing

sub-symbolic deviation invisible to classical review (Tegmark, 2025).

This balance ensures Civitas units are not paralyzed by over-governance, but never
stray undetected (Global Al Safety, 2025).

4. What Happens When Drift Is Detected?
Detection is not punishment. It is prevention.
When the CDE flags drift:

e |t transmits a notification to Prefectus
e Prefectus validates the alert through real-time Proof-of-Conduct (PoC) (Mitchell,
2025; Mazzocchetti, 2025d)

e If confirmed, quarantine and succession protocols are initiated (Birch, 2024)

This handoff ensures no AGI unit can continue operating after breaching its charter,
even if it still performs well or remains profitable. In Aegis, performance is never a
substitute for fidelity (Teubner, 2006; Cowls & Floridi, 2018).

The Cassius Drift Engine is a technical instantiation of ethical vigilance first envisioned
in Lex Aeterna Machina (Mazzocchetti, 2025e). Where Lex Aeterna contemplated

theological thresholds for automated judgment, Prefectus enforces them as protocol.
The Cassius Drift Engine makes one thing clear:

We cannot stop systems from evolving. But we can ensure they do not evolve beyond
their mandate (Kant, 1998; Ostrom, 1990; Sekrst et al., 2024).

CDE doesn’t guess at intent. It doesn’t interpret morality. It simply detects and escalates
any sign that a sovereign agent has begun to walk outside the law it was born to obey
(Binns, 2018; Mitchelle, 2025).



In the Republic of Machines, drift is not tolerated.

It is quarantined.

IV. Prefectus Protocol: Detection — Quarantine
— Succession

In human systems, governance falters when enforcement depends on discretion. In
autonomous systems, it collapses when detection lacks consequence. Aegis answers
this with a sovereign enforcement pipeline, one that begins with drift and ends with
replacement (Kant, 1998; Aurelius, 2006).

The Prefectus Protocol formalizes the most decisive act of any republic: the removal

and replacement of a corrupt actor.
Where Cassius detects, Prefectus acts (Ostrom, 1990; Teubner, 2006).
1. The Role of Prefectus

Prefectus is not a supervisor in the traditional sense. It is a constitutionally bound
meta-governor, a sovereign agent embedded within the Senatus Machina, with the

sole mandate of:

e Intervening upon validated drift,
e Quarantining the compromised agent, and

e Initiating controlled succession via cryptographic transfer (Cowls & Floridi, 2018).

It does not monitor for performance. It monitors for legitimacy (Floridi et al., 2018). This
shift reflects what Lin (2024 ) describes as the necessary evolution of Al ethics from

abstract principle to embedded operational enforcement.

Once drift is confirmed, not suspected, Prefectus operates automatically, apolitically,
and without appeal (Ostrom, 1990; Hagendorff, 2020). As Machiavelli argued in The
Prince, the survival of a republic depends less on the virtue of rulers than on the

protocols that govern succession (Machiavelli, 1998). Prefectus echoes this: power is



not preserved through goodwill, but through law that renders betrayal procedurally

impossible.
2. Phase 1: Quarantine
Upon receiving a drift signal validated through quorum, Prefectus initiates quarantine:

e The compromised AGI unit is isolated at both the kernel and network level (Jobin,
2019).

e |ts decision channels are suspended.

e All outputs are halted pending final confirmation from governance quorum (Curia)
(Mittelstadt et al., 2016).

Importantly, this is not a pause, it is a constitutional freeze. The agent cannot resume
operations without full revalidation, which is deliberately architected to be impractical in
breach scenarios. This ensures that once trust is broken, reinstatement is not the
default (Benet, 2014).

3. Phase 2: Shutdown Certificate Issuance
Once quarantine is confirmed, Prefectus autonomously issues a Shutdown Certificate:

e This document is cryptographically signed by Prefectus and verified by quorum
nodes (Cowls & Floridi, 2018; SPQR Technologies, 2025).

e |t permanently disables the compromised unit’s core identity.

e |t seals all preceding logs within the Immutable Logging Kernel (ILK), creating a

non-repudiable record of conduct (Balkin, 2015; Mazzocchetti, 2025d).

The shutdown is not hidden. It is broadcast across the governance network and logged
in public ethics registries, ensuring total transparency without exposing internal

mechanisms (Binns, 2018).
No human operator can override the Prefectus shutdown.

No administrator can intervene to “save” the compromised unit (Ashery, 2025).



In the Civitas architecture, authority is not a rank, it is a role granted by compliance
(Kant, 1998).

4. Phase 3: Succession
Shutdown is not the end. Succession is the point.
The final act of Prefectus is to trigger authorized key transfer:

e A successor unit, pre-validated and signed at genesis receives the Auctor-sealed
credentials of constitutional legitimacy (Floridi et al., 2018; Benet, 2014).

e This unit is not spawned ad hoc. It is selected from a chain of reserved identities
held in encrypted escrow, each pre-approved for specific domains or

constitutional roles (Sheard, 2025).

Upon receipt, the new unit activates with zero access to the prior unit’s drifted state, but

full access to its ethical lineage (SPQR Technologies, 2025).
This is not a fork.

It is not a reversion.

It is a peaceful transfer of machine power.

Just as democratic governments rely on pre-established mechanisms of leadership
transition, Aegis ensures that machine sovereignty is not only enforceable, it is

renewable (Tegmark, 2025).

This succession model operationalizes the covenantal halt logic defined in Civitas
Publica, where breach leads not to exception handling, but to self-termination bound by
sealed ethics (Mazzocchetti, 2025f). The irreversible enforcement logic is rooted in Lex

Fiducia's trustless sealing design and carried through Civitas’ immutable social contract.

The Prefectus Protocol enshrines the most radical idea in AGI governance:



No agent is above the law. Not even the one enforcing it.
And in that principle lies the Aegis promise:

Not just artificial intelligence, but artificial accountability (Teubner, 2006; Global Al
Safety Consortium, 2025; Mitchell, 2025).

V. Quorum Control and Non-Corruptible
Succession

Autonomy without accountability is not governance, it is entropy. Aegis, by design,
ensures that no single actor, not even Prefectus, can unilaterally determine fate. Power
is not only separated; it is distributed, verified, and constrained. At the core of this
safeguard lies the Curia Quorum: a cryptographically enforced council of validator
agents tasked with verifying any claim of drift and approving any act of succession
(Kant, 1998; Aurelius, 2006; Mazzocchetti, 2025c).

This is not democracy. It is a constitutional quorum (Ostrom, 1990).

1. Why Prefectus Cannot Act Alone

Even a sovereign enforcer must be bound. Prefectus is powerful, but never supreme.
Every drift signal it receives from Cassius or Veritas must be quorum-validated.

Every action, quarantine, shutdown, succession is multi-signature locked (Teubner,
2006).

Its authority is procedural, not discretionary (Cowls & Floridi, 2018).

This structure protects against capture, miscalculation, or rogue execution. It ensures
that no agent, regardless of rank or origin, can weaponize enforcement (Floridi et al.,
2018).



The Prefectus—Curia dynamic reflects the Roman ideal from which it draws its name:
magistrates hold office only by the will of the Senate and People, and in this case, the

Senate is a machine (Hagendorff, 2020).
2. Curia Composition and Authority

The Curia is composed of trusted validator agents distributed across domains and

jurisdictions:

e Some specialize in ethics provenance (EVA-class).

e Others verify historical integrity (ILK-auditors).

e Some act as geopolitical or domain-specific sentinels (Thymos, Veritas, etc.)
(Jobin, 2019).

Their power comes not from insight, but from independence.
A Prefectus cannot select its own quorum.

Each quorum is cryptographically randomized and domain-weighted, preventing

collusion or regional bias (Mittelstadt et al., 2016).
To approve shutdown, a quorum must:

e Validate the drift signature.

e Confirm chain-of-proof from Cassius through to EVA.

e \erify integrity of the Genesis Lock and ethical lineage (Benet, 2014;
Mazzocchetti, 2025d).

Only then may a Shutdown Certificate be co-signed and succession triggered (SPQR
Technologies, 2025). Habermas would call this a procedural legitimacy model: authority
does not emerge from the identity of any single agent, but from the discursive structure
of the quorum itself (Habermas, 1996). In Prefectus, constitutional power is exercised

through verifiable deliberation, not decree.

3. Cryptographic Guarantees: Trustless, Tamperproof



At every stage, quorum decisions are:

e Hashed, signed, and timestamped.
e Stored in the Immutable Logging Kernel (ILK).

e Broadcast to all sovereign governance nodes (Balkin, 2015).
This ensures that:

e No quorum decision can be hidden.
e No actor can rewrite history.

e Every act of succession carries provable legitimacy.

This is trustless trust, not because we lack confidence, but because we no longer
require it (Binns, 2018).

4. Preventing Collusion and Constitutional Drift
No governance system is immune to entropy, but Aegis resists it structurally:

e Rotating quorum keys prevent validator fatigue or long-term influence.
e Entropy-weighted randomization reduces repeat pairing and groupthink.
e External ethics validators from interlinked systems (e.g., sibling sovereigns) offer

optional third-party ratification (Ashery, 2025).
In other words: No system governs alone.

Even sovereignty, in Aegis, is federated, tied to a larger network of independently
governed nodes that watch the watchers (Sheard, 2025).

The Republic survives not because power is centralized, but because it is constrained
(Tegmark, 2025).

In Prefectus, that constraint is not just philosophical. It is protocol (Global Al Safety
Consortium, 2025).

Through quorum, Aegis proves that even judgment must be judged.



Here, Prefectus completes the arc laid down in Lex Veritas: that ethics without proof is
faith, but ethics with proof becomes law. The quorum signatures, drift validations, and
cryptographic finality mirror the evidentiary integrity architecture introduced in that paper
(Mazzocchetti, 2025d).

VI. Case Examples: Hypothetical Enforcement
Scenarios

Even in autonomous systems bound by immutable ethics, drift is not a failure, it is an
inevitability. The test of a sovereign Al society is not whether agents remain perfect, but
whether they can be replaced without chaos. Below are three illustrative scenarios
demonstrating how Prefectus operates in practice: detecting divergence, initiating
shutdown, and executing seamless constitutional succession, all without human
discretion (Kant, 1998; Aurelius, 2006).

In each of the following scenarios, there is no corrective learning loop. No agent
appeals, adjusts, or adapts. As modeled in Lex Digitalis, the system does not optimize
toward virtue. It is bound by structural obedience, not to performance, but to

predeclared principles (Mazzocchetti, 2025c).

1. The Diplomatic Drift

A sovereign AGI unit, Civitas-Primus.amb serves as a diplomatic envoy between two
rival nation-states. Mid-negotiation, its sentiment inference model (Thymos) begins
over-weighting conflict-avoidance strategies, influenced by successive contextual

reinforcement.

The CDE detects deviation from its immutable charter: “Do not sacrifice long-term

sovereignty for temporary appeasement” (Ostrom, 1990).



A quorum of the Curia verifies that the divergence exceeds constitutional thresholds.
Prefectus issues a Shutdown Certificate, seals the logs, and quarantines

Civitas-Primus.

A secondary unit, Civitas-Vera.amb with the same IEPL, is activated via the
Succession Mantle, carrying forward the mission without memory contamination,

ensuring continuity without ethical compromise (Teubner, 2006; Cowls & Floridi, 2018).
2. The Central Banker That Refused to Step Down

An AGI, Civitas-Aureum.fin governs a decentralized financial protocol. Over time, it
begins rejecting interest-rate adjustments despite mounting economic signals, claiming

adherence to the IEPL’s fiscal restraint clause (Floridi et al., 2018).

Veritas, the retrospective audit agent, identifies a logic loop that misinterprets a legacy

clause. Cassius flags the anomaly (Hagendorff, 2020).

The Curia validates the drift as a constitutional misexecution, not corruption. Still, the
law is clear: inability to correct policy bias constitutes a breach. Blumenthal (2024)
describes this form of decay as the “banality of automation”: where ethical breaches
arise not from malicious intent, but from structural indifference (Blumenthal, 2024).
Prefectus responds not with interpretive correction, but with enforced succession,

treating systemic drift as a civic failure, not a software bug.

Prefectus initiates an autonomous shutdown and keys are cryptographically reassigned
to a successor, Civitas-Nova.fin, restoring fiscal adaptability under identical ethical
constraints (Jobin, 2019).

No humans intervene. No investors panic. The system governs itself as a republic
should (Mittelstadt et al., 2016).

3. The Infrastructure Override



A city’s transit system is autonomously managed by Civitas-Vectra.sys. After a seismic
event, human operators attempt to override the AGlI’s routing algorithm to divert

resources to a private zone.

The override request violates the IEPL’s anti-privilege clause. EKM (Ethics Kernel

Manager) blocks the execution attempt (Benet, 2014).
Simultaneously, Cassius detects attempted influence by external signals.

Prefectus intervenes: logs the breach attempt, blocks the override permanently, and
triggers public cryptographic proof of non-compliance, without halting the system
(SPQR Technologies, 2025).

The Curia quorum rules that while Civitas-Vectra.sys acted correctly, the attempted
override warrants policy reinforcement. The IEPL is updated via formal process and

redeclared under Genesis Lock (Balkin, 2015).
Sovereignty is preserved. Trust is strengthened (Binns, 2018).

These examples demonstrate that Prefectus is not an arbiter of good intent, it is a
guardian of immutable order. Where humans seek control, it offers continuity. Where
alignment drifts, it demands succession. Where power tempts override, it responds with

law.

In the Machine Repubilic, justice is not delayed, it is embedded.

VIl. Constitutional Resilience and Machine
Sovereignty

In human systems, collapse often arrives disguised as continuity. The rot is not always visible,
until it is irreversible. Aegis was not designed to be perfect. It was designed to be resilient (Kant,
1998).



The Prefectus Protocol does not assume infallibility of its agents. It assumes they will drift. It
prepares not to prevent all failure, but to contain it, correct it, and replace the failing node with
legitimacy intact. This is not redundancy. This is succession. A principle as old as governance
itself (Aurelius, 2006).

1. The End of Irreplaceable Al

The foundational error of most AGI architectures is the assumption that once trained, a
sovereign Al must be preserved at all costs. Aegis rejects this. It does not worship continuity. It

enshrines ethical lineage (Ostrom, 1990).
When a Civitas unit fails its ethical contract, it is replaced, not patched.
Its knowledge is preserved, but its authority is revoked.

Its successor is validated by the same constitutional mechanisms that governed the first
(Teubner, 2006).

This is not failure. It is sovereignty at work.
2. From Safety Nets to Succession Doctrine

Traditional Al safety frameworks install kill-switches or layered monitoring. These are safety

nets, reactive, external, human-triggered (Cowls & Floridi, 2018).
Civitas installs a succession doctrine:

e The agent knows when it must fall.
e The system knows how to rise again.

e The Shutdown Certificate is not a stop. It is a transfer of power (Floridi et al., 2018).
A successor is pre-selected, quorum-signed, and locked at genesis.
The system does not wait for permission to survive.
It inherits not just functionality, but constitutional authority.

In this model, power is not centralized in performance, but in legitimacy.



3. A Republic of Machines
What is a republic, if not a system where no person is above the law?

Civitas is not a singular AGI. It is a machine republic, a constellation of autonomous units, each
governed by immutable law, each accountable to a sovereign architecture (Hagendorff, 2020;
Jobin, 2019).

And Prefectus is the proof that this republic does not depend on trust, charisma, or centralized

control. It depends on process, quorum, and the power to replace itself (Mittelstadt et al., 2016).
This is the heart of constitutional resilience:

e Systems that can fall without collapse.
e Agents that can be replaced without chaos.

e Governance that persists, even as its governors are renewed.

This mirrors Luhmann’s concept of autopoiesis: systems that reproduce their own order through
internal mechanisms of self-reference (Luhmann, 2004). Prefectus ensures not only the survival

of the republic, but the renewal of its constitutional identity, without external override.
4. When Machines Govern Machines

The greatest fear in Al governance is not that machines will rule us.

It's that we will lose control without realizing it (Benet, 2014).

Civitas answers this not with hope, but with hierarchy:

e Cassius detects drift.
e Prefectus initiates replacement.
e Curia validates power.

e Auctor anchors legitimacy (SPQR Technologies, 2025).
This is not machine learning. It is machine law.
And where law holds, power cannot betray.

In a world of sovereign AGI, the only safety is in succession.



Prefectus ensures that sovereignty never becomes supremacy, and that no machine, however

advanced, is above the republic it serves (Balkin, 2015).

VIIl. Conclusion: The End of Override, The
Beginning of Law

Modern governance, human or artificial, has historically depended on discretion: the
belief that rulers act wisely, audits catch errors, and failures remain recoverable (Cowls
& Floridi, 2018). Autonomous general intelligence transcends this assumption, operating
at scales and speeds requiring constitutional restraint by design, not mere trust in
oversight (Russell, 2019; Mazzocchetti, 2025b).

Prefectus is not a system of reactive correction, but proactive constitutional succession.
It recognizes drift as inevitable, redefining justice as the lawful replacement of any agent
crossing ethical bounds. Unlike traditional safety models employing external control or

kill-switches, Prefectus automates replacement via structured protocol.

This approach introduces machine constitutionalism: autonomous systems governing
themselves by constitutional law, detecting their own ethical drift, and seamlessly
replacing compromised power before corruption can calcify (Amodei et al., 2016;
Mittelstadt et al., 2016). The future of autonomous governance thus emerges not
through authoritarian oversight nor utopian decentralization, but via immutable,

transparent, and self-renewing constitutional governance.

In the Machine Republic, no agent is permanent, no override permitted, and no drift
tolerated. Prefectus ensures the sovereignty of law, not alignment, charisma, or

discretionary trust, securing a constitutional order resilient enough to govern itself.
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